The County of Powys (A489 and C2012 Kerry)
(40 MPH Speed Limit and Restricted Roads) Order 2024

Statement of Reasons

The Welsh Government’s 20mph restricted roads speed limit project lowered the restricted
road speed limit from 30mph to 20mph in Wales. However, that length of the A489 through
the village of Kerry which was signed as 30mph was not affected by The Restricted Roads
(20mph Speed Limit) (Wales) Order 2022 legislation made by the Welsh Government
which came into force on the 17t September 2023. This was because the 30mph speed
limit along the A489 within Kerry was by virtue of a 30mph speed limit Traffic Order that
had revoked its restricted road status.

Concerns regarding the speed of vehicular traffic travelling along the A489 through Kerry,
particularly past the school and the village square where the church, post office and other
public facility premises are located, has been expressed by local residents and the
community council for a good number of years. Disappointment has also been expressed
by many local residents to both the local highway authority and to the ward county
councillor since September 2023 that the speed limit along the A489 through Kerry was
not lowered from 30mph to 20mph in September 2023.

Whilst there are advisory 20mph signs on both approaches to the school along the A489
which flash at school drop off and pick up times, some drivers are aware that the maximum
20mph speed suggested by those signs cannot be enforced by the police and continue to
drive at speeds closer to 30mph or in an aggressive manner despite the clear presence
and hazards associated with vulnerable road users needing to cross the A489 and/or
enter/leave vehicles between the village shop and the primary school at those times.

It has long been Powys County Council’s policy to introduce 20mph speed limits in the
immediate vicinity of county primary and secondary schools. Whilst some of the roads
passing these schools were previously signed as advisory 20mph speed limits when the
amber lights on those signs were flashing, nearly all of those sections of road are now the
subject of a regulatory 20mph speed limit since the restricted road speed limit was reduced
to 20mph in September.

With the above in mind, it would be desirable to introduce a new traffic regulation order to
convert the advisory 20mph signage to either a part time 20mph regulatory speed limit or
a full time regulatory 20mph speed limit along the A489 past the primary school to
safeguard vulnerable road users. Due to the restricted verge/footway widths and/or
restricted forward visibility along the A489, the current locations of the advisory 20mph
signage would not be suitable for the installation of pairs of speed terminal signs, so the
extents of the 20mph speed limit would need to be modified slightly on both approaches
to the school.

There is only a footway on both sides of the A489 through the village between the Kerry
Lamb public house and the property known as Argoed. Site observations have shown that



apart from at the recently installed zebra crossing by the Dolforgan Park development,
pedestrians only tend to cross the A489 on a regular basis within the existing 30mph speed
limit between the village shop and the primary school. Given that the aim of the Welsh
Government’s recent legislative change is to introduce a 20mph speed in areas where
vulnerable road users and vehicles mix in a frequent and planned manner, and that the
school is located within the core of the village near other public buildings, it is considered
that a permanent 20mph speed limit would be more appropriate than a part time 20mph
speed limit at this location.

There is sufficient verge/footway widths and forward visibility to introduce 20mph speed
limit terminal signage at the property Argoed and at a point near the western boundary of
the primary school site. This 20mph extent would encompass the main core of the village
facilities which include the school, the village shop, the church, the chapel, the hair salon
and the two public houses, where pedestrians are regularly encountered crossing the
A489.

The existing 30mph speed limit through Kerry along the A489 to the west of the property
Argoed would remain as a transitional 30mph speed limit between the new 20mph speed
limit and the existing 40mph buffer zone. It is considered that the retention of this section
of 30mph speed limit would result in greater driver compliance with a new 20mph speed
limit within the historical core of the village.

On the east side of the school, the remaining section of 30mph speed limit would be too
short to be retained as a transitional speed limit between the 40mph buffer zone and the
new 20mph speed limit; therefore, it is proposed to extend the existing 40mph buffer zone
up to the start of the new 20mph speed limit. Given the nature of the roadside frontage
and environment at this location, this would be the only appropriate option that would
comply with the current guidance from the Welsh Government relating to the setting of
Speed Limits in rural and urban locations in Wales, and it is considered that this solution
would also result in greater driver compliance with the new 20mph speed limit within the
historical core of the village. This is also in line with guidance from Welsh Government
which set out which roads would not generally be excepted from becoming 20mph.

The costs associated with making this traffic Regulation Order and the associated signage
and carriageway markings will be met by the Welsh Government as part of their 20mph
restricted roads speed limit project grant.

The proposed new Traffic Regulation Order will modify the existing speed limits along parts
of the A489 and the C2012 Common Road as previously set by the following Traffic
Regulation Orders: -

The County of Powys (Various Roads, Kerry) (20 mph Speed Limit Zone, 30 mph
Speed Limit and 40 mph Speed Limit) Order 2020.

The County of Powys (Various Roads) (30 mph Speed Limit) Order 2023.



